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By Graham Hagens1

1. Introduction

In light of the importance of Egyptian chronology 
for understanding the history of the Ancient Near 
East, a recent claim that sequence analysis is capa�
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model incorporating historical information to 
evaluate 211 14C measurements of short lived sam�
ples dating from the 2nd to 21st Egyptian dynasties, 
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It is argued here that this attempt to improve 
the accuracy of radiocarbon dating of Egyptian 
dynastic material suffers from several shortcom�
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2 Distribution, circular reasoning and 
 provenance

2.1 Uneven distribution
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2.2 Circular reasoning
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2.3 Uncertain provenance
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involve the possibility that some items from burial 
contexts may have included older material such as 
heirlooms,4 and perhaps more seriously the possi�
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Tell el- Sample Conventional 14C, 2012 2012-Hist 14C, BR 2010 2010-Hist
Pharaoh Dyn Dabca layer Provenance Dates, BC #��%�>#�$@<' *�������$@<'� #��%�>#�$@<' *�������$@<'

(5
��� [ �7' $'��'�' 2630 �S_`ö]S\ ]�`

$������ 4 �7' %����� 2758 �S[^ö]Q` ��^

(5��>'�' _ �7' Abusir 2390 �^\[ö]\^ ][

Pepy I ` �7' $'��'�' 2356 �_]ZöS` ]`�

<7' �7' N/2–3 Tell el Dabca J&QXZJ&\X 2135±110 180

$�������
� 12 �7' ���*��	� 1938 ]Q[\ö^Z �Z

<7' �7' N/1 Tell el Dabca J&\XZJ&@X 2088±82 158

$�������
�� 12 �7' Lahun 1861 ]Q]\ö^\ ^Q

$�������
��� 12 �7' Lahun 1854 ]ZS[ö�\ ]Q

Amenemhat III 12 �7' Lahun 1825 ]Q]_ö�` Q\

<7' 12 H Tell el Dabca J�@XZJQ&X 1907±26 102
�;JZ\  JQ&XZJQJX 1844+/-73 94

E/2  J�^XZJ�@X 1749±116 114

<7' ]_ _;`Zq;J  J�@XZJ^�X 1726+/-20 136
D/2 J^�XZJ^`X 1695+/-62 150

<7' ]Z #;@Z` Tell el Dabca J^XXZJ\JX 1584+/-33 139

Average 134 ± 23 Average 53± 30
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Table 6.1: Olympic Peninsula vs. Southern 
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8. Regional offsets: summary
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